Composite graft replacement of digital tips. 1. Before 1850 and after 1950.
The successes of composite grafting of fingertips in the early years of plastic surgery have been repeated in the few studies of this treatment which have been reported during the last 50 years. The early and recent history of this subject are reviewed in the light of the increasingly pessimistic view of composite graft replacement of fingertips taken by recent reviewers.